4 To the Right Honourable, the LORD MA JOR, and the Right Vo, ſpipfull, the ALDERM EN, 
and Common Conncell of the City of LOND ON. 
The bumble Pctition of divers Citizens of this Honourable Citie. 
SHEWING, 
8892 H AT che Aﬀflitions and ſorrowes of our hearts are unexpreſſable in regard of the manifold 
& mileries that are upon us and thouſands of our deere brethren , and fellow Citizens, com- 
7 plaints being generall , and very grievous. As amongſt many other, 1. That the Poore is in 
j | 5 great neceſſity wanting wherewith to ſet themſelves on worke, their Children uneducated,and there- 
=» & prepared to wickedneſs and beggery. 2. That trading is exceedingly decayed , whereby thouſands 
744454444 that have lived in a free & plenti full way, are many fallen, and are more falling in great exrremity. 
3. That aſſeſments are made very wnequall , whereby the taxes laid upon the Citie, are made bur 
thenſome and paidwith much repining. 4. That the Forces of the Citie are very much abated, and that the Citie is nos 
an a poſture of Warre,anſwerable to it greatneſſes or to zts danger. And though there hath not been wanting con- 
tinuall endeavours of juditious charitable perſons to preſcribe remedies for theſe grievances; Yet Our miſeries 
is ſuch, that wee are in effect debarred from opening our griefes, or propoſing our remidies to any that hath 
power to helpe us. For if we motion our going to the Parliament immediately ( as was uſuall and ſucceſsfull 
in former times) our mouthes are preſently ſtopt with this prejuditiall rumour. That the Parliament will not re- 
ceive any Petition from Citizens, but 5 the Common-Councell,whereupon fewor none will move in that way, 
— there be never ſo urgent neceſſities. It wee propoſe to goe through the Common Councell, ſad experi- 
ence hath proved it ſo difficult to obtaine a Common Councell, that men are weary in purſuance thereof. The 
Lord Major and Aldermen challenging to themſelves Prerogative of calling Common Councells onely when 
(they ſee cauſe) alſo that nothing fhall be debated, but what hath been firſt preſented to the Court of Aldermen, 
and that after debate, the Lord Major hach a negative voice or power to Null or fruſtrate all that hach beer; 
debated by refuſing to put to Vote, or by diſſolving the Court at his pleaſure. By which Prerogative Rules, wr 
the Lord Major will not, or cannot preſerve the Citizens from miſeries and dectruction, Will not heare our 
complaints, nor be ſenſible of uur neceſſities, The whole power ofthe choſen Common Councell men, may not 
incerpoſe or uſe any meanes for our preſervation and reliefe. We willingly give all duc honour ts the Lord Ma- 
Jorand Aldermen in referrenceto their particular Offices. Bur that the ſafetie and well-being of ſo great a people 
ſhould depend upon the underſtanding and affections of ſo few, And that the whole Cicie mult be without a Jult 
meanes to preſerve themſelves, Or to remedy things that are any wayes amiſſe, except the Lord Major and Al- 
dermen will aſſent, And that thoſe whom the people yeerly chooſe, and principally intruſt, ſhould be made uſe- 
leſſe at their pleaſure. And themſelves eſtated with ſuch a power, that no Authority in the Citie can call them 
to an account in caſes of miſ-government, is ſo pernitiouſly obſtructive and intcllerable, as is not to be pleaded, 
but to the enſlaving of the people. 

Whereas of Right, the people of this Citie are a free People, and are not to be bound or concluded, but by 
their own conſents, or by the major part of thoſe they yeerly chooſe to give their conſents in Common and 
free Counſell, who are Commoners choſen fromamongit themſelves , with reference to their Conſciences and 
good affections. In whom the concluding law-making power of the Citie juſtly is. It being deſtructive and im- 
proper that it ſhould beeſtated in two diſtint᷑t juriidi&ons. And therefore, ſince wee have none to open our 
griefes unto, but unto you, And that it is thought convenient that wee ſhould apply our ſelves to this Court in 
wharſoever we deſire to preſent unto the Parliament. Wee molt earneſtly intreate you to ſhake off all pretences 
of Prerogatives, by which (and the like) the Citie and Common-wealth have been moſt inſlaved, and 
chat you will reduce your ſelves into ſo proper and juſt a method of proceeding, as may with the conditi- 
on of a free people, and conduce to the remedying of all grievances , and removall of all our aftlitions. Unto 
which end we humbly e to your grave conſideration, as followeth. 

1. That you will be pleaſed to order a Court of Common Councell mee every weeke to meet without warning upon a 
certaine day, and expreſſe boure, and to publiſh the ſame, that all the inhabitants of the Citie may be — thereof. 


2. That you will alſo publiſh your re ineſs to receive all Informations and Petitions from any of th: inhabitants 
there, baving been many m»ſt neceſſ ry and uſefull things ſliffled for want of incouragement in this kind. 
3. That you will reſolve within your (elves,to maintaine the Eſſ nce and froedome of your Court, As namely, 

To take into your conſiderations, and freely to debate whatſoever the preſent Major part ſpall think meet and neceſſer' 
To vote and conclude whatſoever to the Major part ſhall ſeem g od? Io continue the preſent Seſſion or Caurt, as the | re- 
ſent occaſions ſball require, To adjourne to what day and time ſhel by the Major part be thought convenient over and 
beſides the ſet weekly Court, without which, and the due obſervations of all reaſonable Orders, as by your wiſed»ne ſpall 
be — you will appeare to every juditious tnderſtanding , but a a meer ſhadow of Power and no waies helpfull. 
And therefore 

4. That you will be pleaſed to make a per petu ill ſtanding O, der, or Lan, that whatſoever Perſon or Perſons ſhall from 
henceforth by ſecret or open meanes ende ui to deprive the Court of Common Councell of the foreſzid Rights Freedoms 
or Privel-dges(in the vindicating whereof ſome members of this Court then Commoners expreſt much zeale againſt th it 
obſtinate Lord _ Gurney, and hi perverſe aſſciates ) ſhall be inftantly disfranchiſed, and otherwiſe puniſhed , at 
— good to the Juſtice of this Court. 
| heſe wee moſt earneſtly intreate may be ſpeedily eſtabliſked, as being the only meanes to incourage your Pe- 
titioners, and all other well- affected People, to ſtudie and preſent you with ſuch materialls as may happily tend 


to gye a ſpeedy end to all our miſeries | ; 
: And wee 5 il cv / pray, Cc. JN. Wall. 71 17 «ta IG 


Tins Petition ma delivered the 15. of April. 1645. to tie Com non-Comuncell of London, <-V 
jit at © viii-nall 


